
rate of practice of the Faith 
is ever lower.  

It is not my intention to sit 
back and just let the de-
cline of numbers take over 
and to see a decrease in 
parish life lead to closures. 
This WILL happen IF we 
do nothing. And so I am 
calling on all parishioners 
who care about the future 
of the Catholic Church in 
our area to join with me in 
this work which I am call-
ing “Church Renovation”. 
In the next few weeks, I 
will be asking all of you to 
join me in a time of prayer 
for the future of our par-
ishes. I will also be setting 
up a group of parishioners 
to join me in looking at the 
ways in which we can bring 
new life to our parishes. If 
you are asked to be part of 
this, please be generous in 
saying ‘yes’! 

I have received a letter 
from Archbishop Bernard 
Longley thanking all the 
parishioners who took part 
in last week’s consecration 
of English Martyrs’ 
Church. He especially 
wanted me to hand on his 
thanks to all who prepared 
the church for the conse-
cration, as well as those 
who took some liturgical 
part in the Mass, and to 
those who helped with the 
catering. 

You will have noticed that 
Sue Conway from Alive 
Publishing took photo-
graphs of the consecration 
Mass. I am going to ask 
Alive Publishing, who pub-
lish Catholic Today, to 
print a commemorative 
booklet for the parish, and 
this will be a combined 
souvenir for the consecra-
tion and the fiftieth anni-

versary of the founding of 
the parish school. Watch 
this space for more infor-
mation. 

Now that the consecration 
is over, our attention needs 
to switch from our build-
ings to our communities. 
Our Catholic parishes were 
built up over decades by 
visionary priests and faith-
ful Catholics. It is thanks to 
them that we receive the 
churches,  schools and 
communities which make 
up our partnership of par-
ishes. But today, however 
hard we work at the tradi-
tion work of the parish, 
numbers of practising 
Catholics are in decline, 
and questions end out be-
ing asked about the future. 
As I have said before, the 
number of baptisms is as 
high as ever in at least two 
of our parishes. But the 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINTS OF MERCY 
St Vincent de Paul 

1581-1660 
St Vincent de Paul came to 
be known as the Apostle of 
Charity, but he started out 
as quite worldly in his 
thoughts as he entered the 
priesthood. He wanted just 
to obtain a nice parish with 
a good income. But he was 
taken by Barbary pirates 
who sold him into slavery 
for two years. This 
changed him completely. 

He became convinced that 
God wanted him to serve 
the poor and so he began 
to give missions to them. 
In order to serve the poor 
better, he founded the 
Sisters of Charity, and also 
gathered priests around 
him dedicated to the minis-
try of charity. He also ded-
icated himself to spiritual 
help for priests and provid-
ed training for seminarians 
preparing for priesthood. 
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
Biddulph Sunday 8.30am  
Goldenhill Sunday 10.30am 
Kidsgrove Saturday 6pm  
Packmoor Sunday 6pm 

Saturday 24th   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Thanksgiving (HK) 

Sunday 25th 9.00am    Holy Mass  John Lacey 

Twenty-Sixth   11.00am   Holy Mass  Tom Bailey 

Sunday of the Year    5.00pm  Reception of Body Teresa Foden RIP 

    6.30pm Holy Mass Special Intention 

Monday 26th 9.15am    Word & Communion  

Feria 9.45am    Eucharistic Adoration  

   11.00am  Requiem Mass Teresa Foden RIP 

   2.15pm  Holy Mass (In School) Special Intention 

  5.00pm   Eucharistic Adoration  

  6.00pm   Novena Mass Private Intention 

Tuesday 27th 8.30am    Eucharistic Adoration  

St Vincent de Paul 9.15am    Holy Mass Int Jean O’Reilly 

   9.30am  Morning Prayers  

    2.15pm Holy Rosary  

  6.00pm   Holy Mass Private Intention 

Wednesday 28th   12noon  Holy Mass Fr Paul Dean (In Thanksgiving) 

St Lawrence Ruiz       

Thursday 29th  9.30am   Holy Mass (In School) Special Intention 

Ss Michael, Gabriel 
& Raphael 

6.00pm    Holy Mass John & Ann Duffy 

Friday 30th           9.30am  Holy Mass Teresa Foden (SVP) 

St Jerome    6.00pm Holy Mass Private Intention 

    6.30pm Eucharistic Adoration  

Saturday 1st      10.30am    Holy Mass Wallace Heath 

Jesus   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Mary Blood 

Sunday 2nd 9.00am    Holy Mass  Int Kath & Ken Owen (50th Wed-
ding Anniversary) 

Twenty-Seventh  11.00am   Holy Mass  Special Intention 

Sunday of the Year     6.30pm Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

St Theresa of the Child     12noon Nuptial Mass Daniel Finn & Kathryn Lee 

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 
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PASTORAL 

Novena to Our Lady Please re-
member that, each Monday evening, 
we have a perpetual Novena Mass at 
St Joseph’s in honour of Our Lady 
the Untier of Knots. It is a wonderful 
opportunity to bring actual life prob-
lems in our lives and in those of oth-
ers into the hands of Our Lady. The 
idea is to come on nine consecutive 
Mondays for the Novena devotions. 
Petitions can be put into the box by 
the picture of Our Lady, Untier of 
Knots. Come and join us for this 
wonderful devotion to Our Lady! 

Kidsgrove SVP The next meeting 
for the Kidsgrove Conference is on 
Friday 7th October at 2pm at 77 Liv-
erpool Rd. 

Biddulph SVP The next meeting of 
the Biddulph Conference is on Tues-
day 11th October at 7pm in the 
meeting room. They welcome any 
prayer requests. 

Pilgrimage to Spain and Fatima 
The airport coach will pick up at both 
Goldenhill and Biddulph. The coach 
will depart Goldenhill at 3.30am and 
Biddulph at 4am. The cost of places 
on the coach is £10. It is good to start 
off all together on the coach, as it is a 
pilgrimage and a journey together is 
part of the pilgrim spirit. Teresa in 
the parish office will be pleased to 
receive your coach fare. They can be 
handed to Fr Julian in an envelope 
marked with your name, or handed 
into the parish office.  

St John’s Adoration Day The day 
of Eucharistic Adoration scheduled 
for 14th October will now take place 
on Friday 11th November.  

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps in the churches are 

lit for the following intentions: 

English Martyrs: St Vincent de Paul 
Members 
St John’s: The Finn Family (RIP), 
Special Intention (SB) 
St Joseph’s: John & Mary Leese 
The lamps at all of our churches are 
available to be dedicated for a week. Min-
imum donation £5. 

Parish Priest’s Surgery  
Fr Julian is available to see parishion-
ers for any need on Monday eve-
nings, 7pm to 8pm at St Joseph’s 
Presbytery, Goldenhill.  No need to 
make an appointment - just turn up. 
This Monday the surgery will be 
shorter so please turn up early or by 
7pm. 

Friendship Club Day Trip to the 
Houses of Parliament There are 
still places on this trip which is only 
for residents of Stoke North constitu-
ency on 26th October, Cost £10. 
The coach will depart Kidsgrove 
Town Hall at 7.30am. As well as the 
visit to the Houses of Parliament 
there will also be a sight seeing tour 
of London on the coach. To book a 
place contact Matt Ford on 07587 
034299.  

Coffee Morning Our Lady of 
Grace Catholic Academy are hosting 
a coffee morning for MacMillan on 
Friday 30th September in the school 
hall, 9am to 10.30am. Everyone is 
welcome. There is a suggested dona-
tion of £2 for a drink & cake.  

St Anthony’s Box Biddulph SVP 
would like to remind you that there 
is a little wooden box in front of the 
statue of St Anthony in English Mar-
tyrs’ Church for you to give dona-
tions to the work of the SVP.  

Food bank Please remember that 
we are in constant need of food, but 
also toiletries and cleaning products 
at our foodbank in Biddulph. 

YEAR OF MERCY 

Death 

Of your charity, please pray for the 
soul of Teresa Foden. The Requiem 
Mass will be offered for the repose of 
her soul on Monday 26th September 
at St John’s at 11am. Her body will 
be received into Church on Sunday 
25th September at 5pm. She will be 
buried in Church Lawton Cemetery. 

             Requiescat in pace 

Evenings of Mercy The next 
Deanery Evening of Mercy is on                                                                                               
Friday 30th September at St Teresa’s, 
Trent Vale at 7pm. It will be a Mass 
with Confessions as part of the Parish 
Mission at Trent Vale. The final 
evening will be Tuesday 11th Octo-
ber at St George & St Martin, Birches 
Head at 7pm.  

Pope’s Prayer Intentions for 
September 

That each may contribute to the 
common good and to the building of 
the society that places the human 
person at the centre.  
That by participating in the Sacra-
ments and meditating on Scripture, 
Christians may become more aware 
of their mission to evangelize. 

SOCIAL & OUTREACH 

Mass Requests 
Please give ALL Mass request enve-
lopes and offerings directly to Fr 
Julian. It is easy for envelopes to go 
astray if left unattended in the sacris-
ty, or handed to someone else.  If 
you want Mass on a specific date, 
please allow at least a month’s notice 
and. if possible, give and alternative 
date. First come first served for a 
particular date or time.  

Prayer to St Michael 

Holy Michael, 
the Archangel, 
defend us in the 
day of battle. 
Be our safe-
guard against 
the wickedness 
and snares of 
the devil. May 
God rebuke 
him we humbly 

pray, and do thou, O Prince of the 
heavenly host, by the power of God, 
thrust down to hell Satan and all the 
evil spirits who wander the world for 
the ruin of souls. Amen. 



Entrance Antiphon: All that you have done to us, O 
Lord, you have done with true judgement, for we 
have sinned against you and not obeyed your com-
mandments. But give glory to your name and deal 
with us according to the bounty of your mercy. 
Response to the Psalm: My soul, give praise to the 
Lord. 
Gospel Acclamation: [Alleluia, alleluia.] The sheep 
that belong to me listen to my voice, says the 
Lord, I know them and they follow me. [Alleluia.] 
Preface of Ordinary Sundays II   Eucharistic Prayer III 
Acclamation:  We proclaim... 
Communion Antiphon: Remember your word to 
your servant, O Lord, by which you have given 
me hope. This is my comfort when I am brought 
low. 

THIS SUNDAY ’S L ITURGY 

THE DEANERY AND BEYOND 

Twenty-Sixth Sunday of the Year (C)   
CTS Sunday Missal page 1065          

FUNDRAISING  
Collections: 
Biddulph/Packmoor Gift Aid 
£353.96, Non-Gift Aid £229.34, 
Total £583.30. Home Mission 
£68.18. 
Goldenhill Gift Aid £174.00, Non-
Gift Aid £192.22, Total £366.22. 
Home Mission £28.02.  
Kidsgrove Gift Aid £261.40, Non-
Gift Aid £101.48, Total £362.88. 
Home Mission £100.28. 

Collection for the Diocese of Ascoli 
Piceno raised £811.49 in total. 

Thinking about the Gospel 
Luke 16:19-31 

The rich and powerful are visited with woe and exile in today's Litur-
gy—not for their wealth but for their refusal to share it; not for their 
power but for their indifference to the suffering at their door. In this 
world, the rich and powerful make a name for themselves and dine 
sumptuously, while the poor remain anonymous, refused an invita-
tion to their feasts. But notice that the Lord today knows Lazarus by 
name, and Joseph in his sufferings—while the leaders and the rich 
man have no name. Today's Mass is a call to repentance—to heed the 
warning of One who was raised from the dead. To lay hold of the 
eternal life He promises, we must pursue righteousness and keep the 
commandment of love, as Paul exhorts in today's Epistle. And in this 
Eucharist we have a foretaste of the love that will be ours in the next 
life—when He will raise the lowly to the heavenly banquet with 
Abraham and the prophets, where we too will rest our heads on the 
bosom of our Lord. 

St Teresa’s Mission You are invit-
ed to join the parishioners of St Tere-
sa’s, Trent Vale for their parish mis-
sion. It takes place from Tuesday 
27th September to Saturday 1st Oc-
tober. The mission is being led by the 
Sion Mission Team and Parish Com-
munity. There is a leaflet at the back 
of church with details of the events 
happening throughout the week. 

Walk of Witness The walk in soli-
darity with refuges, on Sunday 2nd 
October, will depart from St Chad’s 
Cathedral at 12.30pm, following the 
11am Mass. The walk will go along 
the canal to the Birmingham ICC, 
venue of the Conservative party con-
ference. Archbishop Longley will 

Second Collections: This week  
The second collection today is for the 
shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham. 
Envelopes to gift aid your donation 
are available. The advertised collec-
tion for Father Hudson’s will take 
place in December.  

Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 200 
Club Weekly Draw: 1st Prize £20, 
No.192 B Smart; 2nd Prize £10, 
No.35 B Lyth; 3rd Prize £5, No.106 
D Latham. September Monthly 
Draw: 1st Prize £75, No.18 H Tom-
linson; 2nd Prize £50, No.102 M 
Hooper; 3rd Prize £25, No.98 J 
Green. There are numbers available 

accompany the walkers and speak on 
the need to ‘Welcome the Stranger 
in this Year of Mercy’. 

Fun Day There will be a fun day for 
children with disabilities aged 5-13 
and their families, on Sunday 9th 
October at Father Hudson’s, St Cath-
erine’s Day Centre, Coventry rd, 
Coleshill B46 3EA. If interested there 
are some leaflets at the back of 
church with more details. 

‘Money Management’ This is a  
course held at Swan Bank Church 
Burslem offering help and advice on 
how to manage your money. There 
will be 4 sessions starting on 
Wednesday 5th October at 7.45pm. 

There is no charge for the sessions.  If 
interested you can contact Howard 
Dobson on 07821 187160 or email 
howard.dobson@btinternet.co.uk. 

Cardinal John Henry Newman 
Exhibition The exhibition is being 
held at 3 venues and at each venue 
there will be talks on Cardinal New-
man and aspects of his life. Exhibition 
dates & venues are 1st October, 2pm 
at Oscott College, talk starts at 3pm; 
14th November, 6pm at Newman 
University lecture theatre, talk starts 
at 7pm; 26th November, 2pm at 
Maryvale Institute, talk starts at 3pm. 
Further details can be found on 
www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk  

to purchase, please see Ken Holmes 
or Clare Leech for a form. If you 
have not yet paid your subscriptions 
for the coming year/quarter, please 
see Ken or Clare or bring your subs 
to the parish office. 

Kidsgrove Fundraising The com-
bined raffle and plant sale raised 
£243.80. If you brought a ticket for 
the raffle the prizes are ready to col-
lect from church. The winning num-
bers are Pink 156-160, Pink 76-80, 
Pink 111-115, Yellow 791-795, Yel-
low 701-705, Yellow 686-690, Pink 
116-120, Pink 131-135. The winning 
tickets are on the prizes. Thanks to 
all who organised these fundraising 
initiatives. 


